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TRUE LIFE-AND-DEATH DRAMAIn taut, thrilling prose, Peter Canning has written a book that

captures the rarely seen real world of emergency medicine. A seasoned paramedic who fights

under enormous pressure to save lives, Canning trains new paramedics for the rigors of a nonstop,

action-packed battle. From a four-month-old baby who has stopped breathing to a

sixty-seven-year-old woman with a strange abdominal mass that threatens to explode--these are

gripping true stories from the "ER on the streets." An exciting, often moving account, Canning tells a

powerful story of camaraderie, selflessness, and courage as paramedics try to stand tall and human

through both defeat and victory.From the Paperback edition.
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There are two types of people who will want to read this book: those who like adventure and those

who want to see if EMS is for them. Peter Canning is a real-life paramedic in Hartford,Connecticut,

who once worked as a speech writer for former Governor Lowell Weicker. Both of Canning's books

are full to bursting with real-life adventure. EMS crews in Hartford have little down time as they go

from heart attack patient to auto wreck to infant not breathing to drug overdose. Canning takes his



readers along through adventure after adventure at a dizzying pace.At the same time, Canning

shows some of the toll that EMS work takes on the people who do it. In his first book, Canning

makes the job switch to EMS. His progression is the usual one from someone who is thrilled with

the excitement of the work to someone who wants to earn the respect of his peers to someone who

realizes that it's the patient that counts. In _Rescue 471_ Canning has become a well experienced

paramedic.But there are still struggles. Canning works his way through the times when EMS made

the transition from a health need to a business dealing in medicine. His smaller EMS company is

bought out by a larger one. There are new regulations promulgated by unknown faces. There's the

worry about pay and jobs though one of Canning's friends reminds him that EMS companies still

need "meat on the seat." Canning also works his way through the worker burnout caused by the

long hours of work and dealing with stressful situations. One night Canning just doesn't care

anymore. As he drives home, he speeds through the red traffic signals and arrives at his home

breathless. I have to commend him for admitting how close he came to losing it.EMS work in my

part of the country is different yet so much alike.
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